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NO NOVEMBER MEETING  
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

DECEMBER MEETING  
 

Annual Pot Luck Holiday Gathering 
Shepard Garden & Arts Center 

Thursday, December 17, 2009, 7:00 PM 
 

Thursday, December 17th is the date of our tenth annual evening Pot Luck Holiday 

Gathering.  The Perennial Plant Club invites all our members and families to attend. 

We will furnish ham, bread and butter, drinks, eating utensils and plates. We would 

like everyone to bring something to share and are asking those whose last names start 

with the letters A thru I  to bring a hot side dish; letter J thru Q  to bring a dessert, 

and letters R thru Z  to bring a salad. In order to assure that there is an assortment of 

dishes we are asking that you RSVP to either Peggy Weseloh (916) 486-8387 or 

Madeleine Mullins, (916) 455-7815. Gardeners must be good cooks - the food is al-

ways wonderful.  Please join us for a fun evening and a chance to become better ac-

quainted with members of the club, share good food and perhaps win one of the raffle 

prizes, which will include garden tools and other garden related items from ñThe 

Gifted Gardenerò.  Last year we had a wonderful time singing carols as Noelle Ander-

son played the piano. Hope to see you at the party. 

Fall Plant Sale 
Madeleine Mullin   

                 . 

Thank you to all the members who so generously helped make the Fall Plant Sale a 

success, especially to Emma Ahart ï without whom there would be no plant sale. 

Thank you to these members who helped Michelle Nitz, Rhonda Des Voignes, Mae 

Ferral, Pat McKnight, Janice and Bill Sutherland, Jeanne Christopherson, John Brode, 

Loretta Landers, Bea Little, Joyce Mills, Barbara Lane, Beverly Shilling, Noelle 

Anderson, Daisy Mah, Brenda Kennedy, Lee Perone, Peggy Gerick, Margaret Cosey, 

Lynn Halstead, Saul and Julie Wiseman. We really appreciate all the time, effort, and 

work everyone puts into the sale. See you at the Spring Plant Sale.  

Cyclamen Cultivar óStirlingô 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cyclamen_%27Stirling%27.jpg
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The Great Rose Garden Hall of Fame Award 

  
"The Great Rosarians Of The WorldÊ Great Rose Garden Hall of Fame award was established to promote a wider 

knowledge and appreciation of these garden treasures to the rose growing world and the gardening public. To be consid-

ered for the award, a rose garden must be open to the public (with or without a fee); be recognized as having an out-

standing design or historical significance; display and outstanding collection or broad display of roses; and/or promote 

rose growing with educational outreach programs. The Sacramento Historic City Cemetery Rose Garden in Sacramento, 

California stands out for its dedication to preserving this historic city cemetery and developing a collection of Old Gar-

den Roses from other early California cemeteries throughout the California Mother Lode country. The GROWÊ Execu-

tive Committee recognized this garden and its volunteer support group for their dedication and perseverance during 

these times of troubled city budgets. The cooperation between the volunteers and the City of Sacramento is should be a 

guiding light for all of us struggling to work with diminishing public resources." 

An Honor for the Historic Rose Garden 
A Great Weekend in New York City 

By: Anita Clevenger 

A contingent from the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden 

traveled to New York City in June to receive the Great 

Rosarians of the WorldÊ Great Rose Garden Hall of 

Fame Award.   A highlight was the 4th Annual New York 

Metropolitan Rose Council's Dinner, where garden curator 

(and former Perennial Plant Club president) Barbara Oliva 

was honored.  Garden manager Anita Clevenger and vol-

unteer Janelle Michel were also in attendance, representing 

the hundreds of rose garden volunteers who have devel-

oped and maintained the cemetery rose garden.  It began 

through efforts of a founder of the Perennial Plant Club, 

Jean Travis. The first planting of roses, in March, 1992, 

was sponsored by the Perennial Plant Club.  From the 

original planting of about 100 roses, the collection has 

grown to about 500 roses, and is known world-wide for its 

volunteers' efforts to preserve old cultivars, educate the 

public about them, and beautify the cemetery. 

The Great Rosarians of the WorldÊ, a lecture series origi-

nally hosted by the Huntington Library, Art Collections 

and Botanical Gardens, now has both an East Coast and a 

West Coast annual event.  Each year, a great rosarian is 

honored and invited to speak.  In 2009, two were selected: 

Marilyn Wellan, past president of the American Rose So-

ciety, and Stephen Scanniello, rose author, lecturer and 

president of the Heritage Rose Foundation (HRF).  The 

East Coast event is sponsored by the Manhattan Rose So-

ciety (MRS), some of whom grow roses on balconies and 

rooftops, others of whom have urban or suburban gardens. 

We caught a glimpse of one of the suburban gardens on 

Thursday afternoon, when the MRS President, Pat 

Shanley, hosted a reception at her Long Island home.  

The next day, Barbara, a trustee of the HRF's board,  and I 

accompanied two other board members, Betty Vickers and 

Victoria Irwin, to see roses recently planted by the HRF in 

the Trinity Church Cemetery and Mausoleum in Har-

lem.  It was a very rainy day, but that didn't stop us from 

piling in and out of an old Checker cab and sloshing 

around the cemetery, which was originally John James 

Audubon's estate. Audubon is buried there, as are a num-

ber of Astors, political leaders, and a few rosarians.  Have 

you ever heard of 'Harison's Yellow' rose?  It was found 

growing in New York City attorney George Harison's gar-

den and introduced in 1830.  A chance seedling of two 

species roses, R. foetida and R. spinossissima,  beloved for 

its bright yellow flowers and hardiness, it is found all 

along the Oregon Trail and vies for the title of 'The Yellow 

Rose of Texas.'  Mr. Harison is buried in Trinity, but his 

rose was nowhere to be found.  Daniel Boll, a noted rose-

grower and nurseryman, also rests in Trinity.  Stephen 

Scanniello led an initial effort to plant several old roses in 

the churchyard, including 'Harison's Yellow' and 'Madame 

Boll,' which caught the attention of people restoring the 

Morris-Jumel Mansion's gardens.  The mansion was head-

quarters for Gen Washington during The Battle of Harlem 

Heights.  More notoriously, it was the home of New 

York's infamous Mme. Jumel, who made her money 

through prostitution and an advantageous marriage to 

wealthy merchant Stephen Jumel. She lost much of her 

money through an ill-advised marriage to Aaron 

Burr.  Under dripping umbrellas, we peered at the home 

and gardens, identified some of the remaining roses, and 

discussed plans to plant historically accurate roses.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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Then it was on to New York Horticultural Society and re-

ception in its wonderful library.  Stephen Scanniello 

signed his recent book, "A Rose by Any Name," and 

guests talked about roses, books and other mutual inter-

ests. 

Saturday was blessedly sunny.  The main event was held 

in the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, home of the Cranford 

Rose Garden, which Stephen was once curator.  There was 

a panel of rosarians from several NYC botanical gardens, 

joined by Clair Martin of the Huntington, discussing rose 

care.  Marilyn and Stephen spoke. One of my special treats 

was meeting Jane White from Lynchburg Old City Ceme-

tery, which also has a notable heritage rose garden.  After 

the event, Janelle and I seized a rare opportunity to be in 

the Cranford long after closing hours, joining Stephen 

and current curator, Sarah Owens. What a thrill.   

On Sunday, Stephen opened his Barnegat, New Jersey, 

garden.  It was fascinating to see how he'd trained roses up 

trees, structures and eaves.  He wrote a book 

about climbing roses, and clearly practices what he 

preaches.  Like most rosarians of my acquaintance, he's 

not only interested in roses. His garden abounded in many 

kinds of plants, combining perennials (particularly lil-

ies), trees and shrubs.  

Seeing other gardens and meeting other gardeners is a 

wonderful way to expand one's gardening knowledge and 

perspective, and a terrific way to spend some time.  We 

were very honored to have Sacramento's Historic Rose 

Garden selected for this prestigious award, but the week-

end was made memorable by the gardens that we saw, and 

people that we met. 

You don't have to go to NYC for next year's Great Rosari-

ans of the WorldÊ event.  David Austin will be speaking 

at the Huntington in San Marino on January 24th, with an 

expanded program that begins on Saturday, January 

23rd.  Austin is the breeder of many beloved English 

roses, working for years to marry old-fashioned flower 

form and fragrance with more modern growth habits and 

repeat bloom.  I hope to be there! 

Stephen and Betty continued to work with Manhattan to 

establish a Heritage Rose District.  On October 24th, an-

other very rainy day, they assisted many volunteers at nine 

locations across West Harlem and Washington Heights to 

plant another hundred historic roses.     

(Continued from page 2) 

Rose - Barbara Oliva  
In 2006 Oregon rose hybridizer Paul Barden named this rose 

Barbara Oliva to honor Barbaraôs work in educating people 

about old roses and their preservation. This fragrant moss rose 

is 5 feet in height with an arching habit, and is a once blooming 

very fully double mauve color. The rose is available at Roque 

Val ley  Roses.  You may contact  them at 

info@roquevalleyroses.com or Phone (541)535-1307    

Trinity Church Cemetery in Harlem Anita Clevenger and Barbara Oliva 
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Sacramento Historic Rose Garden 
A Little History of Barbara Oliva, Curator of the Garden  

By:  Barbara Lane-Piert. 

Knowing I was meeting Barbara Oliva for coffee later in 

the week I decided that a walk through the historic garden 

was appropriate.  Having primarily old garden roses my 

expectations were small, since it was now fall and most 

OGR's would be out of bloom or so I thought.  Was I ever 

surprised to see so many blooming beauties. "Gloire des 

Rosomanes" a single with a white eye, "Whittle Light 

Pink" had wonderful clusters, "Alba Maxima" was cov-

ered in wonderful hips ( I thought about claiming a few for 

the vitamin C...thought better of it...someone might haunt 

me). The polyantha "La Marne" was covered in blooms. I 

thought of Barbara and her volunteers. How devoted they 

must be to have this garden so clean, weed free (almost) 

and how proud she must have been to accept the "Rose 

Garden Hall of Fame Award" for the rose garden. I won-

dered about her, the life she has led, the family she has and 

what driving force led her to be so involved in this rosy 

venture. 

Opportunity arose when Janice S., and I, met with Barbara 

later in the week. I am sure she became weary of the many 

questions we had for her but kindly and patiently answered 

them.   

Barbara was born in San Rafael, California...a true North-

ern California woman; she spent her early years with her 

family in Clearlake and Mendocino. Her graduate work 

was at Chico State. Teacherôs credentials in hand her pro-

fession was decided. For thirty six years she chose to help 

those least provided for in the education system.  Handi-

capped children, and those emotionally disturbed, became 

her interest, these young people who often were very 

bright but were neglected educationally. One of the first 

special education programs began in San Francisco and 

Barbara spent three summers there studying for her special 

education degree. Fortunately for Sacramento, special edu-

cation classes were adopted and Barbara found her local 

niche. Working at the convention center for a little extra 

travel money was an added joy. 

Married to Anthony Joseph Oliva (Tony), an architect, 

they moved to the home that Barbara continues to reside 

in.  The parents of a son and daughter, both successful in 

their chosen professions, gave them great joy. Barbara is 

now a widow.   

Barbara's spouse was not keen on travel but Barbara wore 

her "walking shoes" out early traveling far and wide.  Bar-

bara made trips with Bill Grant, an international rosarian 

to Southern France and Northern Italy. They also took a 

train trip from West to East Germany shortly after the fall 

of "the wall". Barbara traveled to China and other places 

in Europe. She took trips some more local than those men-

tioned. Her other special interests include music.  In years 

past she sang in choral groups, has belonged to many mu-

sic organizations including the Bach Society, The Sym-

phony and Catholic Choral groups. Barbara enjoys reading 

which is "mood driven". Currently she enjoys good mys-

teries (me to). Her interest in magazines is limited but she 

loves, and looks forward to reading her Pacific Horticul-

ture subscription. Her winter months are spent pruning her 

500 plus roses in the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden.  

Her interest in gardens began early with a mother very 

fond of annuals, and a grandmother who gardened.  Bar-

bara was made acutely aware of many annuals including 

cosmos, zinnia, marigolds etc.  It is easy to see the way 

she went with her love and interest in roses....the trips, in-

cluding one to Sangerhausen (now called Europa). Sanger-

hausen has the largest collection in the world of roses. 

Barbara is particularly fond of Old Garden Roses. She lim-

its her travels now but has two or three trips to Texas as a 

board member of "Heritage Roses".  

Involvement in the Sacramento Historic Rose Garden be-

gan with a call from Jean Travis who was an early person 

of interest in the Perennial Plant Club and in the cemetery. 

The Perennial Plant Club began in 1988 and Barbara 

joined soon after and a few years later became President of 

the club. At that time meetings were held in memberôs 

homes. The Perennial Plant Club sponsored the garden and 

Fred Boutin donated roses to the cemetery and so it began. 

Now, with the organization skills, rose knowledge and 

hard work Barbara continues to make an impact on Sacra-

mento's history by way of the cemetery.  Her volunteers 

may come and go but with their help a garden worthy of 

such a prestigious honor exists. Future plans for the 

cemetary are many but being cash strapped some will be 

on the back burners for a while.  The city has paid to have 

a "Master Plan" to help and encourage tourists and histori-

ans etc... It may happen.  A major brick building needs 

replacing due to flooding etc. Barbara can only hope, in 

these economic times, that plans some time in the future 

will be no longer just be a dream. I know Barbara will be 

in front of the line to assure that...may her garden be joy-

ous and fulfilling forever..... 
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The Perennial Plant Club 

helped with the first planting 

of about 100 rosés, in March 

1992. Bob Hamm donated 

roses. Daisy Mah is pictured 

front right. 

 


